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My mind has been impressed with 
the language of encouragement ad- 
dressed to the Divinely enlightened 
apostle John, when in the spirit 
he was prepared to appreciate 
the revelation of God ; which was 
truly the Lord's day of instruction 
to him, . and through him, to the 
churches. 

It was after Jesus was taken from 
the sight of men that this great rev- 
elation was given to John, and when 
he thus came to see clearly what it 
was that sustained the relation be- 
tween the churches and the Almigh- 
tv he became as one dead. It was 
during this state that he heard the 
declaration, "Fear not, * * * I 
am he that liveth and was dead ; and 
behold I am alive forevermore. 
Amen ; and have the keys of hell and 
of death." 

Here was great encouragement to 
John, and not to him only, but to us 
also, if we are prepared to take a 
right view of it and are really seek- 
ing for th^t which alone can admin- 
ister to the soul's life. 

I am aware that many believe the 
death here spoken of refers to the 
death of Jesus upon the outward 
cross ; but to iue it has a far differ- 
ent si^nilication. It points to the 
visitation of the spirit of God to the 
Jews, when they were depending 
upon the letter of the law of Moses, 
in whicli they thought they had 
eternal life; nevertheless, just as 
long as they trusted in this, their 
highest interests were overlooked 
and the offer of Christ's spirit was 
disregarded, being, so far as any 
good te them was concerned, utter- 
ly dead. And thus the letter ever 
kills but the Spirit giveth life. The 
Spirit, had it been suffered to work 
in them, would have brought forth 
the fhiits of righteousness ; like the 
leaven in the meal, if the meal be in 
proper condition "a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump." Thus 
in the parable, the leaven hid in the 
three measures of meal evidently re- 
fers to the spirit of God, the Gospel 
working in the hearts of those who 



are willing ta receive and obey its 
teachings. Then, not only the spir- 
itual manwhich receives the life is 
benefited, but the whole man, mor- 
al and physical as well, becomes im- 
pregnated and is brought unde^ 
obedience to the laws of life, and 
thus the whole lump becomes leav- 
ened ; and thus He, the Christ, be- 
comes alive forevermore in all them 
that receive Him. 

" And have the keys of hell and of 
death." What are we to understand 
by the keys ? The power that can 
set man free from the one and res- 
urrect him from "the other. The 
term translated hell in our version 
of t^e scriptures, is often rendered 
grave, but in this instance it refers 
to that state which is the effect of 
sin. David entered deeply into this 
condition, although, while he re- 
tained hisinnocency in which he 
was created, he was a man aftet 
God's own heart. When he trust- 
ed in God and not in his own 
strength, the gently, distilling dew 
of heavenly love and the refreshing 
rain of Divine favor gave vigor and 
growth to his soul ; but when he 
was placed on high among men, he 
yielded to the the temptations sur- 
rounding imperial power and fell. 
Then came the result^ anguish of 
soul — hell! But this we can see 
was all his own doing ; had he made 
a right choice after receiving such 
marked blessings from God, instead 
of setting up self in the wrong place, 
he would have been safe. But he 
did not, and consecjuently fell into a 
condition from which he could not 
redeem himself, else he would not 
have borne the intensity of his suf- 
ferings for an hour. How clearly 
his case represents the state of ev- 
ery wilful sinner. We may retain 
our primordial condition of Divine 
acceptance, if we choose, but whep 
this is once lost we all know we 
cannot regain it by our own 
power. Like David we have sin- 
ned against the highest dispen- 
sation from God to man, for 
which there is no forgiveness ; it is 
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verily a sin unto death. It brings 
us down into the lowest hell and 
there we must remain until the 
Judge says it is enough ; must suffer 
until we have paid the uttermost 
farthing^ and then we may be set 
free. 

We frequently, however, from 
want of watchfulness find ourselves 
in a drowsy state, a'S it were, and 
thus by weakness and forgetfulness 
fall into some error ; but as this is 
not by consent of the heart, it is not 
unpardonable. It is when our pow- 
ers are awake and we willingly con- 
sent to sin against the Spirit of 
Truth that sin is finished ; this is the 
sin unto death, " Whosoever speak- 
eth a word against the son of man it 
Hhall be forgiven him," Why ? be- 
cause men maybe deceived in re- 
gard to external evidence when 
judging from the sight of th<j eya or 
the hearing of the ear and thus form 
a wrong opinion ; and since the son 
of man is not the highest dispensa- 
tion ft'om God, this error from hu- 
man weakness; this intellectual mis- 
take may be forgiven. " But who- 
soever speaketh against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in 
the world to come." And why? 
Because the Holy Spirit ih the high- 
est dispensation to man, an expres- 
sion of Deity appealing directly to 
man's spiritual sense arid here there 
C4m be no mistake ; no forgiveness 
need be expected here; the trans- 
gressor must suffer it out. He must 
suffer until that which formed the 
fuel for his sin is utterly consumed, 
and his condition becomes refined 
like unto pure gold so that the im- 
age of the assayer may be reflected 
in it; then it will be said, "It is 
enough f then will it pass at par in 
heaven. 

David tells us how this was ac- 
complished in his case. " I waited 
patiently for the Lord and He in- 
clined unto me and heard my cry." 
Why did he cry unto the Lord, but 
because of his intense suffering? his 
soul had been condemned before the 
judgment scJat of Christ set in his 
own heart, and the sense of bis con- 
dition was indeed like an intense 
fire. *• He brought me up, also, out 
of an horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay and set my feet upon a rock 
and established my going, and He 



hath put a new song into my mouth, 
even praise unto our God." This 
song he could not have sung in truth 
until that which fed the fiame of 
his torment was all consumed. In 
this manner is the power represent- 
ed by the key of hell brought to 
bear upon all who wilfully reject the 
Spirit* 

Long have we been tauglit to be- 
lieve that the death of these bodies 
is the result of Adam's disobedience 
and that the great disadvantage of 
being placed at a distance from God 
had followed as another conse- 
quence of that sin. This doctrine, 
though so broadly scattered, has no 
foundation in the truth. Adam be- 
ing created in a state of innocency 
and purity throughout his whole 
nature, was, in common with all the 
other creations of God, not only 
good, but very good. For the pur- 
pose of giving him selfresponsibili- 
ity and probation, a great and glori- 
ous gift indeed, that he might labor 
and grow strong and be profited 
thereby, he was made susceptible to 
temptation with a decided power of 
choice. His own election being 
clearly set before him, he was made 
to understand that if he should dis- 
obey his Creator he would immedi- 
ately die. " In the day thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die." There 
was nothing temporal in this. Had 
the sin been tempoi'al the death 
must have been tempoml also, which 
was not the case, for we read that 
he lived for several hundred years 
after his fall. Then how are we to 
understand it? Clearly it was his 
soul's life that he should lose, so it 
must have been a soul sin tliat he 
committed. He disobeyed God's 
law and spiritual death was the con- 
sequence; the death described by 
James and which affected only him- 
self. Thus I believe in original sin 2 
it originated in the first sinner and 
continues to originate indejiendent- 
ly in every soul that sins. In Ad- 
am's first state, while he was in ac- 
ceptance with God, everypowcr and 
propensity was filling its proper 
place in his being, but when he wil- 
fully perveiled them they became 
corrupt and he became shorn of his 
strength. Thus it is with us all, 
when we cease to be obedient, when 
we cease to trust in Him and begin 
to depend on our own strength, we 
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become weak and corrupt and our 
souIk cease to become the proper re- 
cipients of Divine life ; we lose the 
beautiful Eden of innocent life and 
must henceforth earn what bread 
we have by the sweat of our brow, 
and instead of the garden of 
the heart beingr tilled with plants 
producing plentiftilly as fruits, 
the highest joys of life, and easy of 
<Miltivation, we have thorns and 
thistles to contend with. The temp- 
ter, improper lust, has been allowed 
to enter and obtain a foothold, and 
how soon has the beauty of purity 
fadod,and every sweet become embit- 
tered. Here should have been found 
<^very needful moral virtue trained 
to healthful and proper growth, 
thus promoting the vital interests of 
man, accelerating hi^ advancement 
to perfection, and thereby glorifying 
his Creator. The fall has indeed 
been great, do we not feel it so ? 

But to return to the almost uni- 
versal belief, that Adam's transgres- 
sion brought death upon these bod- 
ies. Why, if this were so, it is clear 
that before Adam sinned the laws of 
nature must have been very differ- 
ently constituted froin what they 
are now, else each must have been 
suspended from its action upon 
man. The element of fire could not 
burn him, the water could not 
drow^n him, the earthquake could 
not swallow him and the tornado 
must pass lightly over his dwelling 
U'.Ht it destroy him ; even the law of 
gravity must be inactive lest he 
should fall and be broken. Then 
must the whole creation be differ- 
ent in its requirements and condi- 
tions ; for tlie planets and . stars are 
l>ound by the law of gravity, so that 
if this law were annulled for. one 
moment the world would be de- 
stroyed; the particles of olir beauti- 
t\il earth would separate and pass 
off like smoke into immensity. 
Thus the absurdity of the' doctrine 
iii' " original sin " is clearly seen, no 
matter how, or by whom originated. 

The death of these material bodies 
Is far tVom being an ene.my to man ; 
how many of the truest and best, 
with their lamps filled and buriung, 
look forward to the time of depart- 
ure with joy, having the fiiU •assur- 
ance that they shall see as they nre 
seeu and shall receive the reward 
promised to all who are 'faithful to 



the end ? But the path of faithful- 
ness in this world, leading to such a 
result, is one which the eye of the 
eagle or the natural man hath not . 
seen, nor the lion, the unregenerate 
man walked in, nor is it a way in 
which any galley with oars proi)ell- 
ed by the power of human strength 
can pass. As strong as is our love 
of life, and as many as ai*e our at- 
tachments here, the change called 
•death is feared only by those who 
are not prepared; for the good 
things of this earth can sustain only 
these mortal bodies, and though our 
ambition or industry may be crown- 
ed with success by die accumulation 
of wealth, and the. treasures and 
honors of the world may be laid at 
our feet, yet the soul may be poor* 
Natural things cannot minister to . 
its wants, the world cannot sustain 
it. Being spiritual, it requires spir- 
itual things to satisfy it, and these 
mui^t come forth from the Father 
through Jesus Christ, the Life and 
Light from God. Though it is very 
evident that all sinners, as well • as 
Adam, have found deatli in the er- 
ror of their .ways, yet the Jews be- 
lieved as theologians now teach, 
that the fathers ^had eaten sour 
grapes and *o the^ children's teeth 
were set on edge. But this doctrine 
was doing a great injury to thai 
people, because it charged their «;on- . 
dition to. a wrong source instead of 
showing them that their own diso»- 
bcdience was working out their de- 
struction. Therefore, in order to 
set them right the Almighty said to 
them through His prophetj! ** What 
mean ye, that ye use this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel. The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes and 
the children's teeth are set on edge. 
* * * * Behold, all souls are 
mine * * * * the soul that sin- 
neth, it shall, die! But every one 
shall die for his own iniquity." **Kv- 
ery man that eateth the sour grajie, 
his teeth shall be set on edge.*' 
Here is justice and a trutli contirui- 
ed in the experience of every res- 
ponsible human being ; for who has 
ever felt the penalty of another*s sin 
to rest ui)on his own soul ? 

Andthiw doctrine, coming as it 
does from the highest authority, 
even (lOd through His I*rophet, 
ought to satisfy all who believe in 
the Bible or ]>lviue inspiration. 
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But here an objection arises in the 
ininds of some because it is declar- 
ed, " I, the Lord thv God, am a jeal- 
ous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, unto the 
third and fourth generation, of them 
that hate me f this, in regard to 
children, refex*8 not to stain of soul, 
but to physical and mental dificul- 
ties that may be got rid of by prop- 
er obedience to the laws of God on 
the part of the children so circum- 
stanced. Who of you believe that 
the soul of a helpless child is stain- 
ed by the , sins committed by its 
forefathers. But another objects, 
"Our fathers have sinned, ana are 
not, and we have borne their 
iniquities." "True, just as we now 
bare the iniquities of our fathers 
who brought slavery into the land, 
we suffer politically not spiritually ; 
and there now exists in our country, 
in consequence of such wrong do- 
ing, a state very similar to that of 
llhe Jews at that time ; and many of 
our southern white population 
might say to-day, "servants have 
ruled over us." 

1 now come to the highest author- 
ity found in the New Testament,, 
tJiat of God through His anointed 
Son, Jesus, who said of himself, " To 
this end was I born and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I 
should bear witness unto the truth." 
"As I hear so I speak " and to His 
Father " Thy word is truth." This 
gives us an understanding of His 
mission, and in declaring the truth 
6f God he said : " Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the King- 
dom of Heaven." " For their angels 
do always behold the face of their 
Father which is in Heaven." So 
the spirits of children, as they come 
into this world, are pure and accept- 
able in the Divine sight, else how 
Gould they be fit for the Kingdom of 
Heaven? Death or spiritual stain 
could not have rested upon themfrom 
any source whatever, " for the pure 
alone shall see God." This then, 
being the condition of children, and 
we all having once been children, it 
ie clear that we were all once in a 
state of acceptance, that we were 
flitl once free from sin, with no par- 
tition between our Heavenly Father 
atid ourseliiBs ; and I believe it was 
our privilege to have remained in 



this first mansion of our Father's 
house. It is when the law of Go<i, 
accompanied by the true light thai 
enlighteneth every man that cometh 
into the world, is' developed in us 
that our responsibility commences, 
and then we have our choice. If we 
choose the right, the result is peace 
and life — if the wrong, misery and 
death. "Behold, saith the Lord, two 
ways are this day set before you, 
choose ye which ye will, life and 
good or death and* evil." Now ob- 
serve that the important doctrine of 
Jesus as well as the 'direct expres- 
sions of the Almighty sweeps away 
in a few words all that dark, false 
doctrine of the fall and its accompa- 
nying consequences, and makes clear 
the declaration ; "Ad in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all are made alive." 
If we live in Adam's sins or disobey 
as Adam did, like hira we shall die, 
but if we follow Christ, in Christ 
shall we be made alive. 

To take the ground of Adam's sin 
and salvation by the crucifixion 
of Jesus is to say that God is not 
perfect ; that he w:as taken by sur- 
prise and so was not omniscient ; or 
if He did understand the whole mat- 
ter before, hand, where was his lov- 
ing kindness? Would it not have 
been as easy to have given wisdom 
and strength to His creature man to 
overcome temptation, together with 
the power of choice, as to have 
brought about the dreadful plan tie 
is said to have found out ? Would 
a perfect Omniscience have been 
forced to^send the son of his bosom, 
the thirdi part of Deity, to suffer the 
penalty of man's sins and thus 
appease Almighty wrath and pre- 
serve almighty dignity ? This state 
of things would prove there was a 
great mistake in first calculations. 
And this is the doctrine held up by 
many professed teachers to be be- 
lieved in by all who would be saved. 
I am concerned to be thus particu- 
lar, from an impression that there 
are those present who have adopted 
this faith but have, at the same time, 
had doubts of its truth, and are dis- 
satisfied with their position. To 
these I would say, take not old tra- 
ditions on which to build a system of 
faith, but be prayertHil, watchful and( 
obedient to the truths revealed in 
your own hearts and it will set you 
free. 
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Another en*or has long been the 
meaii8 of turning the minds of the 
people away from the knowledge of 
the relation in which, mankind 
rttandK toward Divinity. It is this, 
tliat Jesus was essentially above the 
Ktaiidai'd of human nature. If this 
were true it would mar the beauty 
and defeat the object of his mission 
in the world. He came to set an 
example to men, but had his nature 
been higher than ours, this example 
would' have been worthless, as it 
woulil not have been parallel with 
our abilities, and his abilities would 
have been far above our necessities. 
If he were notessentially a man how 
could he have stood on the plain of 
human natui-e? Here an objeptor 
iuteri^oses the common dogma. *'He 
wan God. or at least a part of the 
God-head.-' But Jesus said \ **A 
spirit hath not flesh and hones as ye 
see me have.'' The Scriptures say, 
*' He .grew in stature . and in favor 
with God and man.-* Could this 
liave been said of God ? , "He learn- 
ed obedience by the things which 
he sufl^'ered ;" was .it necessary for 
Divinity to learn obedience, if so to 
whom? "He was made perfect 
through suffering." Was not God 
pertlect at all times ? .*' Why callest 
tliou me.good, there isb.ut one good, 
tliat 18 God." To the sons of Zebe- 
dee he said : "Ye shall drink in- 
deed of my cup, and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized 
with, but to sit on my right hand 
and on my left is not ww«e to give, 
but it shall he* given to them for 
Whom it is prepared of my Father," 

*.* It behooved him to be made in 
nil things like the brethren." I dare 
not contradict these assertions, com- 
ing from where they do. It is, also, 
said in the Scriptlires that 'lie was 
made of th^' seed- of David according 
to the flesh, if so, then also, of. the 
seed of Abraham and of Adam ^.nd 
had a nature in common with thcnfi, 
a nature susceptible to temptation oi* 
he could not have been tempted, 
and it is declared that he was tempt- 
ed in all points like as we are. It 
requires like natures to be effected 
by like temptations, but the Apostle 
James, laymg aside all figure of 
speech, said : " Let no man say when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God, 
for God cannot be tempted, neither 
tempteth He any man ; but every 



man is tempted when he is drawn 
away of his own lusts and enticed." 
Jesus was tempted but overcame 
every drawing toward evil, thus he 
remained pure, thus he became per- 
fect, setting an example for all to 
follow if thev will. 

But James goes on to say : " Lust 
when conceived, bringeth forth sin, 
and sin when flnished bringeth forth 
death." Now this coiTesponds with 
the experience of every one that is 
tempted and sins by yielding to the 
temptation. Can we not look into 
our own hearts and our own histor 
ries and see that James is right? and 
that we are not drawn away by any 
being outside of ourselves; not 
di*awn away by an invisible arch- 
enemy that fell fvota his estate in 
Heaven and came down to. earth 
drawing a large portion of God's no- 
blest creation after hinqi; who be- 
side Milton ever invented- the idea 
of such a. tempter? Where is the 
parent that would see the safety of 
his childrejii menaced by a cunningi 
designing foe, and would permit 
that foe to remain near their dwell- 
ing if he hq,d the power to* prevent 
him ? Wpuid he uot say in a tone 
not to be mistaken, "Away I ap- 
proach not the peace of my chil- 
dren nor dare to tempt them fi*ora 
their allegiance ' and love • to me^ 
Would our Heavenly- Father do 
less ? i^specially as lie can so well 
forsee all the consequences. Best 
not on this false delusion, but re- 
member, my friends, you are your- 
selv45s r/esponsible ibryourown fall, 
Chri«8t .holds for you the keys of 
life and of death and He has opened 
the two paths blBfore you, . " Choose 
ye which ye wilU" 

■ Here an object;br says:' "There 
is a devil, for he took Jesus up into 
an exceeding high mountain, and 
shewed him all the kingdoms of the 
world;"' I answer tJiiat this earth 
beiiig a globe in fonn there is no 
mountain upon it ft'om which all 
the kingdoms of the world could be 
seen. But, it might be urged "the 
devil gave Jesus a supernatural vis- 
ion." Then there was unnecessary, 
labor performed, for if he gave Je- 
sus supernatural vision a valley 
would have served for a position 
just as well as the highest mountain. 
Throwing aside the allegory, let us 
consider how many men and wo* 



[8] 



men have been taken up into an ex- 
ceedinjr higli mountain, even the 
mountain of selfish ambition, and 
have tl^ence seen all the kingdoms 
of the world and the glory of them? 
and how many have fallen down 
and worshiped, have prosti'ated all 
their powers, that they might gain 
that for which they lusted ? Caesar 
and Napoleon are not the only ex- 
amples. 

But to return. The tei*m8 setting 
forth the temptations of Jesus were 
allegorical, and when we consider 
how we are tempted our experience 
seems to open to us the nature of his 
temptations and whence they sprang. 
For remember "He was tempted in 
all things like as we are." Asto the 
divinity of Jesus it was tVom God 
in liim. Jesus having never sinned, 
his soul was a fit recipient for the 
Father's spirit in the fulness of pow- 
er. He was imbued with the divine 
nature, and so might every one be if 
every one would live as he did, and 
be fully obedient to God. "As many 
as are led by the spirit of God are 
the sons of God, heirs of God and 
joint-heii*8 with Jesus Christ." Is 
it not plain ? And again, that all 
the divinity in Jesus was derived 
from the Father, and was not inde- 
pendently within himself, is fully 
set forth by the prophet Isaiah when 
speaking prophetically of His com- 
ing and of the line through which 
he should descend. "The spirit of 
the Lord shall rest upon him, the 
spirt of wisdom, the spirt of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord, and shall 
make him of quick understanding 
in the fear of the Lord." Human 
language cannot declare anything 
more clearly ; and when Jesus came 
he confirmed all this by taking the 
book and reading the passage from 
one of the prophets — "the spirit of 
the Lord is upon me because He 
hath anointed me to preach the gos- 
pel to the poor. He hath sent me 
to heal the broken hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captive, recover- 
ing of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord," and returning the book to 
the one from whom he took it he 
continued : "This day is this ful- 
filled," as much as to say, I am the 
one anointed. Jesus was the son of 



God in that he was led by the spirft 
of God. But he was not the Only 
Begotten. The only begotten son of 
God is the Life, Light, Power and 
Wisdom ever emanating from God. 
This is that which He hath sent fortli 
because of His love to the world, 
and whosoever believeth in and 
obeyeth this dispensation shall not 
perish but have everlasting life. 
This is, indeed, the very Christ. 
Paul says, "We preach Christ cru- 
cified to the Jews a stumbling block 
and to the Greeks foolishness, but 
to them that are called, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of 
God." Now Christ thus constituted 
cannotbe separated fVom God, but 
is that by which He created the 
worlds and was with Him before 
the worlds were foi*med; the same 
that was with the children of Israel 
in their journeyings from the land of 
oppression, "for all ate of that spir- 
itual meat, and did all drink the 
same spiritual drink: for they 
drank of that spiritual Rock that 
followed them, and that rock was 
Christ." The same preached the"^ 
gospel to Abi-aham, and was before 
Abraham was. But Jesus was not 
born until hundreds of years after- 
wards. Jesus, when personifying 
the Christ-spirit within him says : 
"Before Abraham was I am." Jesus 
himself had his time and place, but 
God is a being whose center is ev- 
erywhere and circumference no- 
where. He is ever present through- 
out all His work, yet notwithstand- 
ing this, is as personal to every man 
in the revelation of His truth, in the 
shining of His light, in the teach- 
ings of His grace, as man can be in 
conversing with his fellow; that 
is, in all cases where we are pre- 
pai*ed to receive Him. The asser- 
tion that divinity suffered because 
of the sins of the world had its ori- 
gin in the misunderstandings of men 
and is the natural ofiTspring of the 
smoke from the bottomless pit of 
theological inconsistencies. God 
was never shaken on his throne by 
the shock of Adam's transgression, 
nor was the equilibrium of his at- 
tributes disturbed because of the er- 
rors of humanity. "If thou be 
righteous what givest thou Him, or 
what receivest He at thy hand ? Thy 
wickedness mav hurt a man as thou 
arty and thy righteousness may prp- 
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fit the 8on of man." He is com- 
plote without us, and will He be flat- 
ipred by our praises, or will He feel 
abased at our reproaches ? ]N'o, my 
friends, nor did He make a mistake 
in the organization of His creature 
man ; but by placing him in a state 
of probation, and giving him laws 
by which he might live, if he would 
ob^ them, he conferred a great good 
upon him. If man obeyed all was 
well; if he disobeyed he must suf- 
fer the penalty of his transgression. 
There could be no escape. 

But here an objector says : "There 
is a way of escape from the conse- 
quences of our sins, for Jesus bore 
our sins for us." I reply that this 
expression is understood by all tru- 
ly anointed ministers of Christ. I 
dare appeal to them if they have not 
had seasons of suffering during 
which they were baptized into a 
sense of the spiritual states of the 
people, and have been brought to 
sit with them where they sat, to 
^K'ar a sense of their sins even to be- 
ing baptized into that death which 
is the result of sin. '^Baptized for 
the dead." Jesns never taught men 
that because of his suffering and 
crucifixion they should escape, but 
on the contrary that they should 
suffer for their sins until the utter- 
most ^rthing was paid. Neither 
did he teach that by his obedience 
and overcoming the world, men 
should be exonerated from labor- 
ing and overcoming for themselves ; 
Out he held it forth as a necessity 
that they should do this in order to 
insure the reward of well-doing. 
Xoither should they overcome by 
the spirit that points to the use of 
the sword after the manner of the 
governments of this world, but they 
should overcome the spirit of the 
world, its pride and inordinate sel- 
fishness, even as he overcame all 
things, and thus die to sin even as 
he died. And Jesus, highly anoint- 
ed, tasted death for every man. He 
felt the sting of dying to every kind 
of sin, felt every pang that any man 
can feel, thus proving that it is pos- 
sible to bear and to triumph by and 
fhrough the help of the God of our 
salvation. How plainly he set forth 
our true position in the parable of 
tlie talents and of the laborers in the 
vinej^ard, showing that each should 
receive his own proper reward. 



Thus the doctrine of imputation 
so long pressed upon 'man falls to 
the ground. Does any one doubt ? 
Let him who heard in the spirit an- 
swer: "To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I overcame and am 
sit down with my Father in His 
throne." This was a declaration 
given forth after Jesus was taken 
from the sight of men, when they 
could no longer hear his teaching by 
the natural ear. It was a message 
sent back across the line of separa- 
tion between this and the higher 
state. But he sent no word to the 
effect that the high privilege of sit- 
ting with him would be given be- 
cause, he had suffered on the cross, 
No, no, my friends, we must over- 
come even as he overcame. 

The doctrine of the fall of all man- 
kind through Adam was a necessity 
with theologians as a plausible foun* 
dation for the false heaven of re- 
demption through the death of Je- 
sus and the shedding of his materi- 
al blood, which doctrine is nowhere 
to be found in the New Testament 
We see that Jesus himself taught the 
reverse. Here an objector says: 
"you are wrong, the blood of His son 
cleanseth from all sin." True, in- 
deed, but this is not material blood. 
Notice the active transitive verb 
"cleanseth," present tense. Can it be 
the natural, material blood of Jesus, 
the office of which was finished cen- 
turies ago? Can it be ^Aa^ which 
now cleanseth from all sin ? Can it, 
does it, enter into the heart of the 
sinner to change his purpose, and 
wash his guilty soul from its self- : 
incurred stains ? Or is it rather the 
blood of God as spoken of by the 
apostle? Read Acts 20th, 28th. 
God is a spirit and hath not physi- 
cal blood, but He hath life, and this 
is often represented by the figure of 
blood, an approi^riate figure because, 
blood represents life in everything. 
In this case it is the same spiritual 
life that was in Jesus, and is work- 
ing now, and ever has wrought, and 
ever will work for the salvation of 
man so long as there is a man desir- 
ing and striving to be saved. This 
spiritual blood can come into every 
heart that chooses to be submissive 
to its power, and can cleanse and 
sanctify it by the grace of God. 
This blood can sprinkle the con- 
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science from dead works, and all 
remedies must be applied to the seat 
of the disease if it would be success- 
ful. How easy to imderstand that 
physical life requires physical blood, 
and spiritual life requires spiritual 
blood ; and, my friends, can you not 
bear witness what kind of blood 
works upon your consciences ? Thus 
the grace of God that bringeth sal- 
vation is revealed to all whether they 
will receive it or no. 

Again, the universal power rep- 
resented by the figure of blood is 
made very plain in view of the mul- 
titude which no man could number. 
And it seems as if this statement 
alone were sufficient to open the un- 
derstandings of men on this sub- 
ject. It was declared that they had 
come through great tribulation from 
every nation, tongue and people and 
had washed their robes white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Mark the uni- 
versality — from every people — then, 
of course, from some where no his- 
torical account of Jesus had been 
known, and no scriptural faith been 
called for. But these must have been 
obedient to the teachings of the gos- 
pel : in other words, to the grace of 
God in the heart ; and thus they were 
washed with the redeeming, purify- 
ing principle to which they had 
opened their hearts, and thus had 
become laborers together with God. 

The parable of the Prodigal son, 
found in Luke, 15, is to me a most 
beautiful representation of God's 
dealing with His children, and is 
calculated to give us deep instruc- 
tion. It clearly portrays the two 
classes of mankind — those who have 
sinned and those who have lived 
without sin. To the younger son 
the father gave a. portion of his 
goods, just as he gives to all of his 
cliildren in their first start in life. 
Kow this son, like the most of us, 
thought to try his own strength and 
wisdom in the world. So he lelt 
tlie father's house and wandered 
away in by and forbidden paths un- 
til he had spent all that he had, and 
finally to keep from utter starvation, 
went to a citizen of the country, and 
by him was set to feeding swine. 
Behold the fall ! And he would now 
fain partake of the husks which the 
swine did eat. But when he came 
to himself he began to consider that 
in his father's house was bread 



enough and to spare, and why should 
he perish with hunger ? So he arose 
and went to his father and confessed 
his sin and acknowledged his un- 
wortliiness, and begged to be allow- 
ed to take the humblest place in his 
father's gift, only that he might again 
be with him. And now, my friends, 
what did the father do; did he 
waive him away ? saying, '*Nay,Yer- 
ily, thou hast trangressed my com- 
mandments and insulted my dignity ; 
thou cans't not return unless some 
one who is infinitely thy superior, 
and who has never broken mv law, 
will come and suffer in thy place 
the penalty thou shouldst suffer, thus 
appeasing my wrath without com- 
promising my dignity." Or did his 
brother or any other being, pure 
and sinless, come and mediate be- 
tween the penitent son and angry 
father ? Hear the statement of Je- 
sus, and consider for yourselves. 
*'But when he was yet a great way 
off*, his father saw him and had com- 
passion on him, and ran and fell on 
his neck and kissed him. And the — 
son said unto him, ^Father, I liave 
sinned against heaven and in thy 
sight, and am no more worihy to be 
called thy son.' But the father 
said to the servants, *Bring forth the 
best robe and put it on him and put 
a ring on his hand and shoes on his 
feet, and bring hither the fatted calf 
and kill it and let us eat and be mer- 
ry, for this my son was dead and 
si alive again, he was lost and is 
found.'" 

Thus, my friends, must we do if 
we would be at one with the Father. 
We must humble ourselves and con- 
fess om* sins and lead a good and 
obedient life, for he hath declared : 
"Other sacrifice he would not have, 
save a broken and a contrite heart.'* 
How different is the character of our 
Heavenly Father as given by His 
anointed son Jesus, from that which 
is given by learned theologians. But 
to return to the elder brother, he 
who had remained innocent, and had 
not left the father's house, looked on 
with surprise and indignation, and 
would not go in and pailake of the 
feast, because it seemed to him that ^ 
the prodigal was treated with undue 
respect. This feeling was natural 
enough, for as he saia to the father : 
"Lo these many years do I serve 
thee, neither transgressed I at any 
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time thy commandment, and yet thou 
never gavest me a kid that I might 
make merry with my Mends. But 
as soon as this thy sou is come, which 
hath devoured thy living with har- 
lots, thou liast killed for him the 
fatted calf.'' Some one here objects : 
"That does not sound like a faithful 
son or a Christian. He was angry." 
True, — but may not one be angry 
and sin not? Let us look at it. His 
was a very natural answer for an 
innocent son to make under the cir- 
cumstances. It was not from a feel- 
ing of malice, but from lack of 
knowledge. He had not learned 
how the angels of heaven rejoice 
over one sinner that repents, more 
than over ninety-nine just persons. 
He had not learned what his brother 
felt by having experienced his trials 
and sufferings, his repentence and 
humility. Nor had he, as an anoint- 
ed minister, been enabled to feel an- 
other's woe. He knew nothing of 
the hard labor his unfortunate broth- 
er had been obliged to perform ere 
" he returned home; nor of his suf- 
fering unto death, as it were, for the 
sins he had committed ; and since he 
did not know the true condition of 
his brother, how could he under- 
stand the position of his father? 
But when the father replied in the 
mild, conoiliatory language of a wi- 
ser love : "Son, thou art ever with 
me ; air that I have is thine; it is 
meet that we should make merry 
and be glad, for this thy brother was 
dead and is alive again, was lost and 
is fouud." There was no indignant 
reply. The son was evidently sat- 
isfied. 

In regard to the Prodigal, the key 
of death had done its work. It had 
overcome the power of death and 
set the imprisoned free. This cir- 
cumstance also opens to our under- 
standing the declaration of Jesus at 
the grave of Lazarus, when person- 
ifying the power of God in himself. 
"i am the resurrection and the life, 
ho that believeth in me, although he 
were dead, yet shall he live, (the 
prodigal's case,) and he that liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die." 
1h)s cannot refer to the death of the 
body for it is appointed unto all men 
once to die. It rather refers to them 
that have never sinned. I desire 
thiit you should let your attention 
rest particularly on this parable, as 



it holds forih great instruction. It 
commences with the son in the first 
state of innocence and divine accep- 
tance, and follows him in his fall 
through every possible condition of 
sin and poverty, of hunger and suf- 
fering, and finally of repentance and 
return, together with the father's re- 
ception of him. This alone is enough 
to sweep away every trace of de- 
pendence on anything for redemp- 
tion and salvation, save that which 
works by the grace of Gqd in the 
heart. And what a display of the 
goodness of God toward His ration- 
al creation, to be not only salvation 
to the innocent, but ready redemp- 
tion to all who seek to be saved ; 
ever ready to rescue those who are 
lost in sin and death if they will but 
return to Him. 

Here some may say : "What, then, 
was the purpose of Jesus coming in- 
to the world ? He was made of a 
woman, made under the law to re- 
deem them that were under the law;, 
fulfilling all of its moral obligations 
and replacing it by a better and pur- 
er code ; placing Jews and Gentiles 
oh the same foundation, even the law 
written in the heart, so that instead 
of the cold, northwind of the pre- 
cepts of Moses, which neither we 
nor our fathers could bear* the world 
might have the clear, mild sunshine 
of gospel love and truth. He came 
to bear witness to the truth and to 
do the will of God, and after he had 
done this he said to his father : "I 
have finished the work thou gavest 
me to do." 

His work was finished, but as he 
had borne important testimonies to 
the truth and against the empty ^nd 
iniquitous works of the Jews, he 
must needs bear the consequence of 
their indignation or recant the words 
he had spoken, denying the doctrines 
he had come to teach — he chose the 
former and thus suffered for princi- 
ples relating to the vital interest of 
mankind ; thus indeed suffering for 
all men. And what a lesson for ev- 
ery child of God. All have a work 
to do ; all have a testimony and a 
cross to bear. And what an evi- 
dence of a crown of victory will 
those have who can truly say like 
Jesus : "I have finished the work 
thou gavest me to do ;" and who, 
like him, stand firm even to the end 
for the cause that has been given 
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into- their hands ? 

And now, my friends, I feel my 
labors at this time to be drawing to 
a close. I feel to call upon every 
one to look to the inward teacher — 
the power of God — the true media- 
tor who alone can redeem the soul 
from the bondage of sin and death ; 
even that which sustained Jesus and 
made him the Son of God. The 
same that made him divine will fill 
us also with the light if we are at- 
tentive to its heavenly teachings. 
We need not be anxious about doc- 
trines ; a saving knowledge of God 
is not to be derived fi'om an obser- 
vation of his outward laws ; nor yet 
from the schools of divinity (so- 
called) but from the school of Christ 
of which he alone is the teacher. 
"No man knoweth the Son but the 
Father, and no man knoweth the 
Father but the Son, and he to whom- 
soever the Son will reveal him." 
This Revelator hath not flesh and 
blood, but is the only Begotten of 
God, the Light, Power and Wisdom 
that is never separated from God, 
but "spreads undivided and oi^e- 
rates mispent.'- 

And to my young friends I may 
say, now is the season of life with 
you, in wliich you' are commencing 
an important journey. The laws of 
your being are developing in your 
soul-life, and now is, the time before 
any tiling detrimental to your peace 
ha^ taken lirm root, that you should 
carefully watch the garden^ given to 
your keeping. Now is the time t6 
resist all evil growth by keeping ev- 
ery propensity and passion witliin 
its proper limit. Remember that 
all,,within itself is good and calcula- 
ted for your happiness if used aright. 



and that each power properly di- 
rected and educated is but an9ther 
help to your advancement heaven- 
ward, improve the talents com- 
mitted to your care that you may be 
qualified for the great work that ap- 
pears to be waiting for you — the 
work of elevating humanity and 
turning the sword and the spear 
into implements of honest and hon- 
orable industrv. So that instead of 
jealousy, hatred and bloodshed, 
peace and love and the knowledge of 
the Lord may cover the earth. Inv 
prove all proper opportunities togain 
knowledge. There are many things 
that, if rightly appreciated, will 
prove valuable helps to us. Among 
these are the Scriptures and a gos- 
pel ministry. Jesus said to the Jews 
"Search the Scriptures for in them 
ye think ye. have- eternal life and 
they are they which testify of me, 
but ye will not come unto me that 
ve mav have life." Do not fall into 
the error that the Jews did — but 
keeping the Scriptures where Jesu>* 
put thefn, — no higher, no lower. Re- 
member that their true value is in 
that they bear a testimony to the 
truth of God. Of themselves thev 
have no life ; they bear witness to 
the life. Go to him of whom they 
bear witness and he will give you 
life. He witl open the Sciwptures to 
your understanding. Live so that 
you will be sure to receive the great 
reward reserved for those who keep 
his commandments. Choose him 
now for your portion, and death, 
when he comes, will not be to you 
the pale messenger of dread, — ^the 
king of terrors — but an angel open- 
ing to you the door of paradise. 



